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Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - D001 Environment House - 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia  PRETORIA

DEA Reference: 14/12/16/3/31/2071
Enguirles: Zamalanga Langa
Telephone: 012-395-9389 E-mall: zZianga@environmentaov.za

Mr Dion Romijn

Dion Romijn Family Trust
P.O Box 382 I viaivy e |
ONRUSRIVIER . !
7201

Cell:  (082) 892 6405
E-mail: dromyn@telkomsa.net

PER E-MAIL | MAIL

Dear Mr Romijn

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT NO. 107 OF 1998, AS AMENDED: GN R982/983/985, AS
AMENDED: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON ERF 1262, WILDERNESS, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

With reference to the above application, please be advised that the Departmen! has decided to grant
authorisation. The Environmental Authorigation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached herewith,

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (the EIA
Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
14 {fourteen) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's as well as the provisions regarding the submission
of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act No. 3 of 2000, you are entitied to the right to fair,
lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for adminisirative action that affects you
negatively, Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal Information Act, Act
No. 4 of 2013 which stipulate that the Department should conduct itself in a responsible manner when collecting,
processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity’s personal information by holding the Department
accountable should the Department abuse or compromise your personal information in any way.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 National
Appeal Regulations published under Govemment Notice R993 in Govemment Gazette No. 38303 dated 08
December 2014 (National Appeal Regulations, 2014), which prescribes the appeal procedure o be followed.
Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the letter of noification fo
interested and affecled parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the appeal
administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected party, and any
organ of state with Interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the declsion was
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sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Depariment at the below mentioned addresses.
By email: appeals@environment.qov.zs;

By hand: Environment House et Tt 4TS aAa
473 Steve Biko M e e COmUMENT .
Arcadia
Pretoria
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447 l: ki

| s <

Please note that in ferms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Manag Act;-Act No. 107 of 1998,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto, In the instance where an appeal Is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department’s website at hitps://iwww.environment.gov.za/documentsforms#iegal_authorisations or request a
copy of the documents at appeals@environment.qov.za

Yours faithfully

Chlef Di Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs

Date: aygg /_.,q;ﬁ

"CC: | Mr Andrew West Andrew West Environmental Consultancy Emall; andrewwest@isalco
| Mr Danle Swanepoel DEALDP Emall; cpeterson@raeoran.qov.2a
DEA Referance: 14121 B6AMM 2071 2

EA for the proposed development on Ed 1282, Widemess, Western Cape Province
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Environmental Authorisation

In terms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended

The proposed development on ERF 1262 in Wilderness, in the George Local Municipality
Western Cape Province

Garden Route District Municipality

Authorisation register number: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2071
Last amended: First issue
Holder of authorisation: DION ROMIJN FAMILY TRUST
Location of activity: | WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE: On
| Erf 1262 of Wildemess in the George
Local Municipality

This Environmental Authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply
with any other statutory requirements that may be applicable fo the undertaking of the activity.
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Dapartment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/303/172071

Decision

The Department is safisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the

conditions of this Environmental Authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake the
activities specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this Environmental Authorisation may result in criminal prosecution
or other actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as
amended and the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of
1998, as amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the
Depariment hereby authorises —

DION ROMIJN FAMILY TRUST
(hereafter referred to as the holder of the authorisation)
with the following contact details —

Mr Dion Romijn

Dion Romijn Family Trust

P.O Box 382

ONRUSRIVIER

7201

Cel:  (0B2) 892 6405
E-mail: dromyn@telkomsa.net

MnJ



Dapartment of Environmental Affairs
Environmentsl Authorisation Reg. No. 141 2M16/3/3/1/2071

to underiake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity”) indicated in Listing Notice 1
and Listing Nofice 3, as amended (GN R983 and R985, as amended):

![ Listed activities Activity/Project description
E GN R983 ltem 12; |
| The development of - In Development Area A, the foolprint of the

(x) buildings exceeding 100 square metres in size
where such development occurs within 32 mefres
of a walercourse, measured from the edge of a
watercourse

development for the primary dwelling and the 4
Tourist Chalets as indicated will be 550 m? and in
Development Area B it will be 475 m2 giving a
foolprint development of 1 025 m2 out of a total
area of 95 534 m2on both the north and south side
of Waterside Road.

GN R385 ltem 6:

The development of resorts, lodges, hofels and
tourism or hospitality facifities that sleeps 15
people or more

(f) In Western Cape

i All areas outside urban areas

ii Criical Biodiversity areas as Identified in
systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans.

In Development Area A the footprint of
development for the primary dweliing and the 4 |
Tourist Chalets (each to accommodate 5 people ;
i.e. a maximum of 20 at any one given time) as
indicated will be 550 m? and in Development Area
B it will be 475 m2giving a footprint development
of 1 025 m? out of a iotal area of 95 534 m2on bath
the north and south side of Waterside Road.

GN R985 ftem 12:
The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or

more of indigenous vegelation except where such
clearance of indigenous vegelation except where
such clearance of indigenous vegetation is
required for maintenance purposes undertaken in
i accordance with 8 maintenance managsment
plan

(a) Inthe Westem Cape Province:

In Development Area A, the foolprint of
development for the primary dwelling and the 4
Tourist Chalets as indicated will be 550 m2 out of
a fotal area 95 534 m2on Erf 1262, the property
concemed.




Department of Environmantal Affalrs
Environmental Authorisation Rgg. Mo. 141 2ME8/331/2071

| Listed activities Activity/Project description
i Within any critically endangered or endangered |

ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the
NEMBA

ii Within critical biodiversity areas identified in
bioregional plans

as described in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated February 2020 at:
Farm Name: Erf 1262

21 Digit SG code:

ClO[2[7[0[0[0[s[o[0]o[o[T]z[6]2]0[0[a o]0
$ito Boundary Coordinates Latitude Longltude ‘
33°50 31 65' 73°% B 55°E
5087 22°36'05.08°
135022 87° " E5AR5E
33°59 3230 S | 2542 BAE

the location indicated in the locality plan, attached as Annexure 2 of this authorisation for the proposed
development on Erf 1262 of Wildemess, George Local Municipality in the Wesiemn Cape Province,
hereafter referred fo as “the property”.

The infrastructure associated with this facility includes:

. Primary dwelling;

. A small scale Tourist facility with Tourist Facility/ Tourist Accommodation (consisting of 4 small
units) and 2 Single Residential erven to the south of the access road.




Department of Environmental Affalrs
Environmental Authardsation Reg. No. 14/12(16/3/3H/2071

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

. The Layout Altemative 3 (referred Altemative C on Layout Map) for the proposed development on
Erf 1262 in wildemess within jurisdiction of George Local Municipality in the Westem Cape Pravince
is approved as per the geographic coordinates cited in the table above.

. Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this Environmental Authorisation,
which form part of the Environmental Authorisation and are binding on the halder of the authorisation.
. The holder of the authorisafion is responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions contained
in this Environmental Authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder’s behalf, including
but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or person
rendering & service fo the holder of the authorisation.

. The activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as described above.

9. Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this Environmental Authorisation

must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected.
In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information
as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further Environmental Authorisation
in terms of the regulations.

. The holder of an Environmental Authorisation must apply for an amendment of the Environmental
Authorisation with the Competent Authority for any alienation, transfer or change of ownership rights
in the property on which the activity is to take place.

. This activity must commence within a period of five (05) years from the dale of issue of this
Environmental Authorisafion. If commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the
authorisation lapses and a new application for Environmental Authorisation must be made in order
for the activity to be undertaken.

. Construction must be completed within five (05) years of the commencement of the activity on sile.

. Commencement with one acfivity listed in terms of this Environmental Authorisation constitutes
commencement of all authorised activities.




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 1412163712011

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

10. The holder of the authorization must notify every registered interested and affected party, in writing
and within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Environmental Authorisation, of the decision
to authorise the activity.

11. The notification referred to must -

11.1. specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

11.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in the National Appeal

Regulations, 2014,

11.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on

request; and

11.4. give the reasons of the Competent Authority for the decision.

Commencement of the activity

12. The authorised activity shall not commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed
as per the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, and no appeal has been lodged against the decision.
In terms of Section 43(7), an appeal under Section 43 of the National Environmental Management
Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended will suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any provision
or condition attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence with
the activity until such time that the appeal has been finalised.

Management of the activity

13. The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Application for EA is
hereby approved. This EMPr must be implemented and strictly adhered to.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr

14, The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports, contemplated in
Condition 23 below, indicate insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the
undertaking of the activity, or insufficient levels of compliance with the Environmental Authorisation
or EMPr.

Al ¢



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Req. No. 14/1216/3/31/2071

15.

The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shortcomings identified in the
environmental audit report.

16. The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Depariment for approval together with the environmental

17.

18.

audit report, as per Regulafion 34 of GN R882 of 04 December 2014, as amended. The updated
EMPr must have been subjected to a public parficipation process, which process has been agreed
to by the Department, prior to submission of the updated EMPr to the Department for approval.

In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit,
the Department will consider the processes prescribed in Regulation 35 of GN R982 of 04 December
2014, as amended. Prior fo approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such
amendments to the EMPr as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficiently provides for
avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of
the achivity.

The holder of the authorisation may apply for an amendment of an EMPr, if such amendment is
required before an audit is required. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the
Department will consider the processes and requirements prescribed in Regulation 37 of GN R982
of 04 December 2014, as amended.

Monitoring

19,

The holder of the authorisation must appoint an experienced independent Environmental Control

Officer (ECO) for the construction phase of the development that will have the responsibility to ensure

that the mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this environmental

authorisation are Implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

191.  The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

18.2.  Once appointed, the name and contact detalls of the ECO must be submitied fo the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

19.3,  The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted
and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

194. The ECO must remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for
implementation due to construction damage, are completed and the sile is ready for
operation.

nr
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg, No. 14/ 216/3/3/1/2071

Operation of the activity

21,

A written notification of operation must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days
prior to the commencement of the activity operational phase.

Site closure and decommissioning

28.

Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the holder of the authorisation must undertake
the required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal
requirements administered by any relevant and Competent Authority at that time.

Specific conditions

29,

30.
3.

32,

36.

37.

No activiies will be allowed to encroach into a water resource without a water use authorisation being
in place from the Department of Water and Sanitation.

Na structures should be erected outside the boundaries of Area A.

Na indigenous trees with a diameter at breast height (d.b.h.) of more than 200 mm should be removed
from areas A~ C.

No concrete foundations for structures or any hard surfaces (e.g. parking) may be established under
the canopies of any of the remaining trees (with d.b.h. > 300 mm). The flooring of all the housing
units and recreational areas that occur amongst the remaining trees should ideally be lifted > 500
mm above ground level to ensure that root development of remaining trees is not impaired.

. All the alien vegetation that occurs within Areas A — C must be eradicated.
. Soil erosion along the water channel at the eastem boundary of Area A must be curbed.
35.

The undeveloped portion of the property must be rezoned to Open Space Il and the management
thereof must be aligned with those of the abutting National Park to act as an east-west cormridor.

No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area may be
utilised.

A permil must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation agency for the removal or
destruction of indigenous, protected or endangered plant or animal species and a copy of such
permit/s must be submitted to the Department for record keeping. Copies of the permilfs must be
included in the EMPr.

M ¢



Cepartment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Req. No. 14/12/16/3f3/1/2071

38.

40.

41.

42,

47.

Vegetation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum. Mitigation measures as specified in the
Botanical Study / BAR dated February 2020 must be implemented to reduce the risk of erosion and
the invasion of alien species.

. Construction must include design measures that allow surface and subsurface movement of water

along drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows. Drainage measures
must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off.

An infegrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate. Any
solid waste must be disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of Section 20 (b) of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No.59 of 2008).

Ensure that "Duty of Care” to the environment in terms of Section 28 of the National Environmental
Management Act (Act 107 of 1998} is implemented.

Protect and manage the ecological corridors as far as possible in order to ensure that there is
landscape wildlife connectivity.

. The development will not include a restaurant, coffee shop or any other such commercial venture

and no such venture will in future be allowed on the property.

. Waste, which is not authorised for disposal on site as part of the approved development, must be dealt

with according to relevant legisiation or the Department's policies and practices.

. The holder of Environmental Authorisation must prevent the occumrence of nuisance conditions or health

hazards.

. No effiuent must be discharged info any storm water drain or furrow, whether by commission or by

omission.
The applicant must limit the commercial activities of potential tourists in the development area (reduction
of noise impact)

General

48,

A copy of this Environmental Authorisation, the audit and compliance monitoring reports, and the
approved EMPr, must be made available for inspection and copying-

48.1. at the site of the authorised activity;
48.2. to anyone on request; and
48.3. where the holder of the Environmental Authorisation has a website, on such publicly accessible

website.

10
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Dapartment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/ 2/16/3/3/1/2071

1.

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter afia, the foliowing into consideration -

a)
b)

The information contained in the BAR dated February 2020;

The comments received from South African National Parks, Department of Environmental Affairs
and Development Planning, Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, Breede-Gouritz
Catchment Management Agency , Cape Nature, George Municipality and interested and affected
parties as included in the BAR dated February 2020;

Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR dated February 2020 and the EMPr;

The information contained in the specialist studies contained within Appendix 5 of the BAR; and
The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including
Section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No.107 of 1898, as amended.

Key factors considered in making the decislon

All information presented to the Depariment was taken into account in the Department's consideration of
the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Depariment’s view, were of the most significance
is set out below.

a)
b)

¢

d)

e)

The findings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigaion measures.
There is a need for affordable holiday accommeodation in the wildemess area and this development
seeks fo address this need.

The BAR dated February 2020 identified all legislation and guidefines that have been considered
in the preparation of the BAR dated February 2020.

The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the BAR dated February
2020 and the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the
minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, for public
involvement.

12
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Department of Enviranmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/1216/2/31/2071

3. Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following
findings -

a)  The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the BAR dated February 2020 and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

b)  The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

c) The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified
impacts.

d)  The information contained in the BAR dated February 2020 is accurate and credible.

e) EMPr measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the
development were proposed and included In the BAR and will be implemented to manage the
identified environmental impacts during the construction phase.

In view of the above, the Department s satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions contained
in the Environmental Authorisation, the authorised activities will not conflict with the general objectives of
integrated environmental management leid down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental
Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, and that any potentially detrimental enviranmental
impacts resulting from the authorised activiies can be mitigated to acceptable levels. The Environmental
Authorisation is accordingly granted.

13
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Department of Environmental Afairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/18/3/31/2071

: Layout Plan

Annexure 2

WILDERNESS 1:250 (A3)

ALTERNATIVE C

@Eﬂﬂ:ﬁ:
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